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By Nafeeza Yahya-Sakur

MINISTER of Legal Af-
fairs and Attorney Gen-
eral, Anil Nandlall, S.C., 
on Saturday, announced 
that steps will be taken 
to regularise the commu-
nities of Mon-Choisi and 
Willemstad, West Coast 
Berbice. 

Nandlall, during a visit 
to the area, told residents 
that surveyors from the 
Guyana Lands and Surveys 
Commission (GL&SC) will 
soon visit the communities 
to initiate the process of 
regularisation. 

For time immemorial, 
according to the Attorney 
General, lands between 
the communities of Cot-
ton Tree from the east and 
Mon-Choisi have been oc-
cupied without the issuance 
of titles or transport to res-
idents. 

He said, however, that 
under former President 
Donald Ramotar, and now 
President, Dr. Irfaan Ali, 
the People's Progress Party/
Civic (PPP/C) has sought 
to empower residents by 
issuing certificates of title 
where possible. 

“[Regarding these com-
munities] we have decided 
we will correct that [an-
cient] process, and we will 
do that, which is necessary 
to ensure that, at the end of 

the process, you get a doc-
ument called certificate of 
title which would indicate 
to the world that you are 
the owner of that portion of 
land," Nandlall said. 

He, however, related 
that the process will take 
some time and asked for 
patience and co-operation, 
since the government has 
decided to take the lead in 
the regularisation process, 
which should cost little to 
nothing for the residents. 

“This process is unfor-
tunately a long one and 
several steps have to be 
undertaken and completed 
before the title is issued. 
This process will not be 
able to be completed unless 
you co-operate. 

"Significantly, the Gov-
ernment of Guyana firstly, 
under President Ramotar 

and now under President 
Ali, have taken the ini-
tiative to do this on your 
behalf and most of the ex-
penses for this exercise 
is being absorbed by the 
state on your behalf, so 
your financial contribution 
is going to be minimal, if 
any at all. But in the end, 
you will get an important 
document called the certif-
icate of title," the Attorney 
General said. 

He added that, apart 
from having a document 
that legally gives residents 
ownership of the land, it 
empowers them to have 
absolute and ultimate own-
ership to do as they please 
with their property, such 
as use it to access a mort-
gage or even sell if they so 
desire. 

This, Nandlall said, is 

the goal of the administra-
tion, to give power to the 
people in the form of land 
ownership. 

NEXT STEP 
Regarding the next step, 

the Attorney General said 
that, from August 21, the 
first phase of the process 
will commence, which will 
entail surveyors demarcat-
ing the area to identify the 
boundaries of the block. 

Subsequently, an oc-
cupational survey of each 
house lot will be conducted 
to measure the size of each 

lot; this would require the 
co-operation of the resi-

dents to give access to their 
properties. Nandlall said 
that, as part of the process, 
some fences might have to 
be moved. 

“Because there was no 
regularisation of the area, 
some fences may have gone 
beyond where they should 
have been; streets may be 
blocked because someone 
may have extended their 
fence beyond the area that 
they were supposed to oc-
cupy. 

"This exercise would 
require adjustments to be 

made because, in the end, 
as far as possible, we have 
to ensure there are no ob-
stacles in the egress and 
ingress of persons to their 
lands, and if your fence is 
blocking someone, we will 
have to bring it back in line 
and you will have to co-op-
erate because if you don’t, 
you will be stalling the en-
tire process," the Attorney 
General said. 

He further advised that 
there should be fully pre-
pared, when the surveyor 
visits, to give the name(s) 
of the property owner/s. 

That, Nandlall said, has 
advantages, since, at that 
stage, they could decide 
on how or to whom the 
ownership of the property 

is shared with/given to. 
He announced that cer-

tificates of title will soon be 
handed out to residents of 
Cotton Tree, since author-
ities have completed the 
regularisation process for 
that community.  Following 
the meeting, residents who 
were present lauded the 
initiative. 

“It would mean every-
thing to me. The main ob-
jective of life is owning 
something that is yours, and 
when you are the owner, 
you have the power to pass 

it on to other generations. 
So, for me, that’s the main 
objective," said 47-year-old 
Clairmont Shultz. 

Fazal Razack, anoth-
er resident, said to be the 
holder of the title would 
definitely make a positive 
impact on his life. He said 
he was born and raised in 
the community, and after 
so many years, it is pleas-
ing to see commencement 
of the process to regularise 
the area. 

Another resident, Es-
may Henry, 65, said she 
is thankful for the process 
and is looking forward to 
the survey and demarca-
tion exercise, so everyone 
could get their rightful 
portion of land.

- as gov’t moves to empower residents of MonChoisi and Willemstad with land titles 
- Cotton Tree residents to receive titles soon

Minister of Legal Affairs and Attorney General, 
Anil Nandlall, interacts with residents at No. 5 

Primary School on Saturday 

Some of the residents during the meeting

Minister of Legal Affairs and Attorney General, Anil Nandlall, addresses 
residents during the meeting

Historical land issue in West 
Berbice to be resolved
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(BBC) - Eighty people 
have now been con-
firmed to have been 
killed by wildfires on 
the Hawaiian island 
of Maui, officials say. 
There are fears the 
numbers will rise fur-
ther, as hundreds are 
still uncontactable. 
F ire f ighters  have 
been trying to contain 
fires in several areas, 
including the histor-
ic town of Lahaina 
which has been utterly 
devastated.

Hawaii's attorney 
general has announced 
a "comprehensive re-
view" into how the au-
thorities responded to 

the wildfires. It comes 
as questions mount 
over whether officials 
warned residents fast 
enough. State officials 
reopened Lahaina to 
people with proof of 
residency on Friday 
for the first time since 
flames swept rapid-
ly through early this 
week, razing much of 
the coastal town which 
has a rich history and 
attracts some two mil-
lion tourists a year.

On the Honoapiilani 
Highway - one of the 
only available routes 
into Lahaina - cars sat 
bumper- to-bumper, 
with families looking 

tired and worried along-
side trucks piled high 
with supplies, water, 
fuel, nappies and toilet 
paper.

But within hours af-
ter opening, the road 
was shut to everyone 

but emergency ser-
vices. Authorities told 
the BBC that police 
had been called in to 
address a "situation" but 
would not elaborate.

Evacuated Lahaina 
residents later said they 

believed their homes 
had been struck by loot-
ing, though this was not 
confirmed by police. 
Still, for hours after the 
closure, families sat in a 
mile-long line. Earlier, 
Governor Josh Green 
had warned residents 
would be greeted by 
"destruction like they've 
not ever seen in their 
lives".

And for many of La-
haina's evacuees, that 
waiting devastation is 
still too much to see.

In  Paukukalo ,  a 
coas ta l  ne ighbour-
hood east of Lahaina, 
23 stranded members 
of the Tacderan family 
gathered with relatives 
to take stock of the loss. 
One of them, 26-year-
old Bryan Aguiran, 
remained in Lahaina 
through the worst of the 
fire, fighting the blaze 
with large buckets of 
water and miraculously 
saving his family home.

West Maui, where 
Lahaina and Kaanapali 
are located, is still with-
out power and water. 
Search crews are still 
in the area looking for 
wildfire victims.

That includes in 
the water. The Coast 
Guard said it had 
pulled 17 people alive 
from the water near 
the town's harbour so 
far. All were reported 
to be in a stable con-
dition. Governor Josh 
Green warned Hawai-
ians on Friday what 
they found in Lahaina 
would be difficult.

Maui fire: Death toll climbs to 80
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By Cindy Parkinson  

THE Ministry of Pub-
lic Works will  soon 
commence phase two 
of works to rehabili-
tate several roads in 
the community of Al-
bouystown, George-
town, as contracts are 
currently out to tender.

This is according to 
Minister within the Min-

istry of Public Works, 
Deodat Indar, who con-
ducted a walk-through of 
the community recently. 

He told the Sunday 
Chronicle that 1.8m of 
road works were complet-
ed in phase one and in-
cluded the now revamped 
Independence Boulevard. 

“The three lanes, and 
in the middle, they have a 
walkway and a safe zone 
where families can spend 
quality time. With the 
completed investments 
so far, the people of the 
community are happy; I 
met with them, and they 
expressed how good it 
feels knowing that they 
are not forgotten, and that 
their property value has 
also gone up."  

He further explained, 
"In total, the community 
has 18 roads that needed 
to get done; however, 
nine of those have already 
been completed in the 
phase one aspect of the 

work, and the concrete 
drains were also complet-
ed. The additional nine 
roads, which are phase 
two of the works, are 
currently being tendered 
out to contractors so that 
work can continue. While 
I was in the community, 
some of the contractors, 
from the same commu-
nity, including a woman, 
were very pleased with 

the work that they had 
done, and I was too."  

Indar ‘dunked’ claims 
being made by the polit-
ical opposition that most 
roads in the community 
are incomplete.

"We cannot dig up all 
of the roads at once; we 
have to cater for medi-
cal emergencies, garbage 
removal, and so much 
more. People still have 
to get around; the chil-
dren and elderly still have 
to get access in and out 
of the village. So most 
obviously, we have to 
work with the people as 
well, and at the same 
time, listen to the nega-
tive and misleading in-
formation provided by the 
opposition to the people 
in Albouystown; but it 
wouldn’t work because 
the people know better,” 
Minister Indar contended.

In a message to the 
residents of Albouystown, 
Minster Indar explained 

that all of the community 
projects are part of Presi-
dent Dr Irfaan Ali’s effort 
to ensure that Guyanese 
have access to a safer, 
cleaner, and better way 
of life. 

"We are spending mil-
lions of dollars to en-
hance these communities 
so that we can all enjoy 
them with our families. It 
is a place where we can 

go and relax after a hard 
week at work, but we 
have to also take care of 
these facilities. We cannot 
continue to litter, break 
the tables and benches, 
or deface the structures; 
after they are damaged, 
what happens? We cannot 
continue to rebuild one 
thing over and over. This 
is not for Albouystown 

alone; this is for all Guy-
anese; we know better; let 
us do better."   

Some residents of the 
developing area shared 
their thoughts on the con-
struction work occurring. 
One resident who wished 
to remain anonymous 
said, "We’re grateful for 
the enhancements. There 
has been a significant 
enhancement for the area, 
more security. Overall, 
we’re grateful for the 
progress."  

He added that the road 
was very inaccessible, 
but now there has been 
a significant ‘ease’ to 
residents. "We’re hoping 
there is some level of 
committee work that can 
be put in to maintain the 
current enhancement."  

A resident, who iden-
tified himself as Harry, 
noted that the project is a 
good one.  

"It just brings a proper 
road to the community. 
What we’re supposed 
to get. That's beneficial, 
I think, for everybody. 
Every citizen, everybody 
got to use the roadways."  

M e a n w h i l e ,  R u -
dolph Joe, another resi-
dent, shared that the en-
hancements are a good 
improvement. He ex-
plained that these works 
were never done in Al-
bouystown before.  

Joe pointed out that 
there were no lights, or 
proper drainage systems 
in place before construc-
tion began; however, he 
has already seen that 
that has changed.  

Minister within the Ministry of Public Works, 
Deodat Indar, during his walk-through in 

Albouystown   

Works are completed at Independence Boulevard

Second phase of road works 
in Albouystown to begin soon   
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THE Government of Guy-
ana has announced that 
the teaching of Spanish 
in primary schools will 
be compulsory with effect 
from the new school year. 
This is not only commend-
able, but forward-looking 
especially in the context of 
globalisation and change. 
The world is becoming in-
creasingly interdependent 
and interconnected. We 
now live in the so-called 
'global village.'

What all of this means 
for us in Guyana is that we 
have to rise above parochi-
alism and begin to have a 
much deeper understanding 
and appreciation of our 
role in this evolving world 
order. Our ability to grasp 
opportunities and commu-
nicate is essential in this 

regard. 
It is a fact of our co-

lonial history that we are 
the only English-speak-
ing country in mainland 
South America. Most of 
the countries in South and 
Central America are Span-
ish-speaking countries. 
This truly make us unique 
both from a cultural and 
geo-strategic standpoint.

President Dr. Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali, in recognition of 
this fact, has taken a deci-
sion to make the teaching 
of Spanish compulsory in 
primary schools with effect 
from the new school year. 
He noted that as the only 
country in South America, 
we have an obligation to 
the young people by pro-
viding them with a second 
language in an increasingly 

competitive world.
According to President 

Ali, 'Being in a continent 
in South America....we are 
the only English-speaking 
country. We have to real-
ize too that we are part of 
this continent that speaks 
Spanish. And I believe we 
are going to do the future 
young people of our country 
an injustice if we don't point 
them in this direction. If 
you want to be competitive 
internationally, you have to 
have this second language.'

The teaching of Spanish 
at the secondary school 
level has commenced some 
time ago without any major 
constraint in terms of teach-
ers and learning resources. 
However, the teaching of 
the subject at the primary 
level is likely to be more of 

a challenge, even though at 
the initial stages the subject 
will only be limited to the 
upper levels of the primary 
school. Education Minister, 
Priya Manickchand has 
indicated that assistance is 
being sought from Cuba and 
Mexico in terms of teachers.

Yet, it is a challenge that 
is worth taking. The reality 
is that Spanish as a language 
is becoming increasingly 
universalized and is second 
only to English and Chi-
nese in terms of popularity. 
It is the official language in 
40 countries especially, as 
noted earlier, in the South 
American mainland. In 
the case of Guyana, both 
Venezuela and Brazil are 
bordering countries where 
Spanish and Portuguese, 
respectively, are the official 

languages because of their 
past colonial history. Both 
languages do however have 
some striking similarities. 
They both have the same 
Latin roots and have much 
in common in terms of 
vocabulary and grammar. 

The reality is that the 
socio-cultural and linguis-
tic landscape in Guyana 
is already changing with 
the increasing number of 
Spanish-speaking people 
who live and work in Guy-
ana due to the rising tide 
of economic opportunities 
resulting from the boom-
ing oil and gas sector. A 
significant number of them 
are finding employment in 
the construction sector and 
in the service sector. It is 
not uncommon these days 
to observe the changing 

linguistic and cultural di-
versity in several aspects 
of our national life.   

This is why it is so 
important to prepare our 
young people for this new 
and changing dispensation. 
As Guyana becomes more 
integrated in the hemi-
spheric and for that matter 
global economic infra-
structure, the importance of 
learning one or more for-
eign languages is becoming 
more of an imperative.

President Dr. Mo-
hamed Irfaan Ali and the 
PPP/C administration 
must be commended for 
their perspicacity and 
foresight in preparing our 
young people to take ad-
vantage of an ever-chang-
ing and increasingly com-
petitive environment.

Dear Editor,
Under the ‘One Guyana’ ini-
tiative led by His Excellency, 
President Dr. Irfaan Ali and 
the PPP/C governing party, 
potent strides have moved 
our country forward with 
convenient speed. Our citizens 
demand improved delivery 
from the representatives of 
crucial mitigating institutions, 
including the Judiciary, and 
from political proponents who 
ought to be more objective as 
opponents but not enemies. 
These are necessary to arrest 
the undemocratic practices 
such as 'rigged elections and 
ensure other suppressive ap-
proaches become a thing of 
the past.'

Contrasting positions exist 
when one examines the par-
adigm of varying approaches 
by Guyana's central political 
parties concerning maintaining 
our democratic ideals, optimiz-
ing people's welfare benefits, 
and successfully executing the 
necessary acceleration of a stra-
tegic developmental plan. On 
one side, the PPP/C party's track 
record evidence an astutely led 
and significant development 
strides while governing. At the 
same time, the PNC-led factions 

have been primarily associated 
with disruptive contrary op-
posites.

Over several decades, polit-
ical proponents have consistent-
ly had many behavioral irratio-
nal disagreements defining and 
demonstrating their self-aggran-
dizing focus or party loyalty 
purpose instead of working for 
the greater good of our collec-
tive citizenry. The 28 years of 
PNC governance before 1992 
saw their political imposition 
of overwhelming dictatorial 
practices that manifested a Ma-
chiavellian approach to extermi-
nating any opposing politician 
with a growing audience. 

The PNC applied undemo-
cratic practices and suppression 
of opposing politicians as ene-
mies have its grounding during 
this period, characterized by a 
strategy of retaining power by 
the 'any means necessary' prin-
ciples. Among the potent tools 
used with damning effects was 
their ethnic division practice 
and manipulation of the judicia-
ry, which the party proponents 
still try to maintain. 

Without the collective sup-
port of the nations' majority, 
their flawed strategy naturally 
attenuated the national devel-

opment agenda due to a lack 
of national and international 
support. The failure ultimately 
impacted harshly and took Guy-
ana's economic level, almost 
parallel with Haiti, to the second 
poorest nation in the region. 

The post-1992 period was 
governed by the PPP/C party, 
punctuated by a PNC-led APNU 
collation change from 2015 to 
2020. The elections informing 
the 1992 change saw a return 
to democracy primarily due 
to international interventions, 
with the Carter Centre playing 
a leading role. Guyana had a 
turnaround in fortunes on the 
back of hard work and astute 
PPP/C leadership from three 
successive terms in office. The 
period, however, was synony-
mous with some of the most vi-
cious non-cooperation by PNC 
and their subsequent coalition 
politicians who collectively 
targeted the suppression of any-
thing progressive for the nation.

Irresponsible Opposition 
politicians in the National As-
sembly, based on their one-seat 
majority, cut several PPP/C 
Government budgets from the 
2011 to 2015 term of office. 
These actions significantly 
harmed national spending for 

advancing and supporting 
several critical sectors while 
ensuring a breach of several 
international obligations, such 
as the amendments to the 2009 
Anti-Money Laundering Bill 
that was time bound. 

They called it collateral 
damage without care as to the 
created hardships that our citi-
zens undoubtedly had to face. 
The fact is that these Opposition 
politicians never really cared 
about the citizens they were 
elected to represent. 

Editor, Guyana is a living 
democracy, and our people 
gained these rights from the 
hard-fought and bitter strug-
gle for political independence. 
During the early post-inde-
pendence struggles, we lived 
and endured the worst forms 
of 'rigged elections.' The un-
forgiving attempt by the PNC 
and other cohort ‘riggers' to 
steal the democratically elected 
PPP/C Government in 2020; 
must never be allowed in our 
"Mother-land again."

The PNC+ APNU-AFC 
held this nation ransomed for 
five long months. The rig-
gers kept their knees on our 
people's necks. They lived 
a luxurious life trying to rig 

the 2020 National Elections 
without care while the entire 
world witnessed a free and 
fair victory by the PPP/C. Of 
note, officers of the Guyana 
Police Force investigated and 
instituted 28 charges against 
some riggers based on clear-
cut evidence gathered from the 
investigations. 

Those dragged before the 
courts for electoral fraud are 
out on the streets, and the mag-
istrates' courts appear to be 
dragging their feet on the trial 
as if these treasonous breaches 
were minor offences. They 
include former Chief Elections 
Officer (CEO) Keith Lowen-
field, Deputy (CEO) Roxanne 
Myers, and former Region # 
4 RO Clairmont Mingo, who 
should not be walking freely 
on the streets because of their 
actions during those five long 
months. The riggers must be pe-
nalized because of the need for 
us to deter such activities and 
never experience rigging again 
in this country. The "riggers" 
and co-conspirators' actions are 
'nauseating' and 'despicable.' 
Enabling our people to vote, 
counting, and certifying the 
results in any elections must 
always be transparent and ac-

countable.
Those responsible at the ju-

diciary decision level should act 
to deter such recurrences, given 
the national impact and threat 
to civility. The judiciary must 
never take such matters lightly. 
The time is most opportune for 
this nation to call on the Judi-
cial Service Commission (JSC) 
to intervene and let justice pre-
vail in our "Mother-land." The 
courts must be able to function 
in the interest of our democra-
cy. These fraud cases are before 
the magistrate courts for two 
long years, and the fraudsters 
are not called upon to answer 
for their alleged crimes.

Our President, Dr. Ali 
charged the newly appointed 
members of the JSC with the 
responsibility to safeguard the 
independence, integrity, and 
impartiality of the judicial sys-
tem, which they must uphold. 
Hence the JSC must do its best 
to see that these cases that are 
languishing in the magistrates 
court come to light.

The struggle and sacrific-
es of our people must ensure 
we have free and fair elections 
in Guyana.

Sincerely,
Neil Kumar

Compulsory Spanish

Politicians must be opponents, not enemies
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AMAZON has a fantas-
tic item with a shocking-
ly low price tag. Nor-
mally a Johnny Mathis 
album carries a price of 
between 15 to 17 Ameri-
can dollars. Amazon has 
four Mathis albums on 
two CDs for the same 
price. So instead of pay-
ing $60 for four albums, 
you are simply paying 
$15.

So, they had seven 
CDs available giving 
you 28 Johnny Mathis 
albums. I bought all of 
them. I threw away the 
burnt CDs by Mathis that 
I had so I now have the 
original discs which play 
better in my discman and 
the car stereo. This is a 
fantastic singer in the 
English language whose 
voice is saccharine, sub-
lime, serene and capa-
ble of amazingly subtly 
variations. Mathis has 
put innovative, unique 

arrangements to some of 
the English language’s 
most memorable roman-
tic pop songs that will last 
forever.

There can never be a 
more mentally comfort-
ing moment than to be 
on a long drive with your 
wife by your side with 
no words being spoken, 
just the incredible voice 
of Johnny Mathis sing-
ing compositions that 
took a genius mind to 
compose. So yesterday, 
I just took out one of the 
CDs and inserted it into 
my discman to take my 
dog walking. One of the 
songs was “The Impos-
sible Dream” taken from 
the movie “Man From 
La Mancha” which was 
the movie version of one 
of the greatest works of 
literature – Don Quixote 
by Miguel de Cervantes. 

I don’t think anyone 
who has been to univer-

sity to do a degree in the 
humanities or philosophy 
would not have read, Don 
Quixote. It is perhaps 
one of the most widely 
read novels in the history 
of the world and is re-
garded as one of the best 
books ever penned. At 
UG, when I was a student 
there in the mid seventies, 
there was a remarkable 
literature professor, En-
glishman, Bill (William) 
Carr.

No one could have 
taught Don Quixote bet-
ter than Bill. But there 
was one problem to the 
mastery of Bill. He ex-
celled in teaching Don 
Quixote only when he 
was drunk. None of the 

administrators at UG 
sought to discipline Bill 
because they knew that in 
a drunken state, he could 
teach any novel better 
than any professor any-
where in the world. To 
see Bill teach Cervantes’ 
phenomenal novel was a 
thing to behold. 

When he died, I at-
tended his service at 
the Brickdam Cathedral 
and, on that day, I knew 
Guyana had lost one of 
its most talented profes-
sors and one of the most 
tormented and perhaps 
psychologically flawed 
humans to ever come 
to Guyana.    To know 
more of Bill, see his bi-
ography by his son, Mat-

thew, titled, “My Father’s 
House.” It is not a book to 
read if you do not like to 
be touched by the tragic 
lives of people. 

Listening to Johnny 
Mathis sing The Impos-
sible Dream with my 
dog by my side yesterday 
was a maudlin moment 
for me. I was always 
attracted to the life of 
the man from La Man-
cha. I wanted to be like 
Don Quixote. I wanted 
to right the wrongs done 
to people. But looking 
back I wondered if I was 
an idealist or a fool. Or 
maybe both. But in being 
a fool the regrets are too 
many and they torment 
you forever.

When you reach a 
certain stage in your 
quixotic life, you want 
to look back with psy-
chic satisfaction and 
deep feelings of passion 
and purpose. But the 
torments you live with 
keep asking you and 
will ask you forever – 
what was the purpose? 
Was the journey worth 
it? I am glad I spent a 
life chasing dreams like 
Don Quixote and not 
money. But at the end of 
the day, dreams die like 
faded roses and life is 
what Shakespeare made 
it out to be in his great 
play- Macbeth. I leave 
you with the words of 
Mathis’ haunting song.        

‘To dream the impossible dream
To fight the unbeatable foe
To bear with unbearable sorrow
To run where the brave dare not go
To right the unrightable wrong
To love pure and chaste from afar
To try when your arms are too weary
To reach the unreachable star
This is my quest, to follow that star
No matter how hopeless, no matter how far
To fight for the right without question or pause
To be willing to march into hell for a heavenly cause
And I know if I’ll only be true
To this glorious quest
That my heart will lie peaceful and calm
When I’m laid to my rest
And the world will be better for this
That one man, scorned and covered with scars
Still strove, with his last ounce of courage
To reach the unreachable star.’

Johnny Mathis, 
Don Quixote and me
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THE agreement by Guy-
ana, Suriname and six 
other Amazonian nations 
to push for more protec-
tion and an end to defor-
estation and other de-
structive activities in the 
region is important for 
the benefit of humanity.

The Amazon is bor-
dered by Bolivia, Bra-
zil, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Guyana, Peru, Suriname, 
Venezuela and this week’s 
two-day summit in Brazil 
saw the Heads of Gov-
ernment review the status 
of deforestation through 
illegal mining and logging 
activities that have affected 
the pristine region since 
the last summit in 2009.

With different nation-
al priorities conditioned 
by home-grown develop-
ments, the Amazon nations 
don’t all agree on what is 
to be done and where to 
begin, or whether mining, 
logging and oil exploration 
should continue, or even 
when to aim for a ‘zero 
deforestation’ target.

But the leaders also 
looked at issues like cli-
mate financing and shared 

experiences in approaches 
to new national challenges 
-- like Guyana’s successful 
use of Carbon Credits to 
help finance rural develop-
ment, especially in regions 
inhabited by indigenous 
people, including Amazon 
areas.

Brazil, Bolivia and Co-
lombia featured heavily in 
Belem, but each faced sim-
ilar and different challeng-
es not easy to overcome.

Since President Lula 
Da Silva returned last Jan-
uary, there’s been 60% less 
deforestation than under 
his predecessor Jair Bol-
sonaro, who supported de-
forestation and was backed 
by the logging, mining 
and cattle-rearing lobbies, 
while illegal activities were 
undertaken involving ‘nar-
co-deforestation’ and ‘illic-
it agriculture’. 

But with the conser-
vatives still very influen-
tial in Brazil’s parliament, 
much more will be needed 
to reverse damage done in 
the four years preceding 
Lula’s return to the presi-
dency.

Since President Gus-

tavo Petro took office in 
Colombia after campaign-
ing on pro-environment 
and anti-deforestation 
issues, deforestation has 
been reduced by over 30% 
in the last year and over 
50,000 acres have already 
been saved.

But he also wishes Am-
azon nations stop all oil 
and gas exploration in the 
entire region, which ob-
viously does not go down 
well with nations with new 
energy and mineral finds 
that can help them out of 
their economic mires.

In Bolivia, where half 
the country is forested, a 
2019 forest-fire destroyed 
over four million acres; 
and reforestation will re-
quire decisions that not all 
will support, but which La 
Paz might consider neces-
sary for national forestry 
revival and survival.

Some of the areas under 
threat are larger than entire 
nations and the govern-
ments agree on the need 
to stop forest degradation 
by increasing regulation 
and monitoring of logging 
and continuing to destroy 

illegal operations.    
Inestimable amounts 

are needed to rescue the 
Amazon region and while 
the leaders discuss and 
debate approaches to work 
together on financing ini-
tiatives, indigenous com-
munities are partnering 
with academics to promote 
global changes in envi-
ronmental consciousness 
beyond the Amazon; and 
indigenous women in Bo-
livia are harnessing and 
sharing the healing powers 
of traditional herbal medic-
inal plants.

The Amazon also fea-
tures in Guyana and Suri-
name’s diverse eco-tour-
ism offerings, providing 
employment to indigenous 
people and communities 
and taking modern ame-
nities like solar power to 
indigenous communities 
and providing more educa-
tional and other opportuni-
ties for equal advancement 
to people once derided for 
who they are.

At the wider CAR-
ICOM level, however, 
while the island chain 
(from Jamaica to Trinidad 
& Tobago) doesn’t share 
the Amazon, there’s no less 
need for equally-serious 
approaches to the climate 
change emergency facing 
the entire region, including 
Guyana and Suriname. 

Of late, the world’s 
richest nations have made 
it clearer they have no 
intention of meeting their 
previous and recent climate 
financing promises, just 
like they did with promises 
to help developing coun-
tries fight COVID-19.

The richest countries 

also benefitted the most 
from the Russia-Ukraine 
grain deal brokered by 
Turkey, with most going to 
Europe and not enough to 
Africa and Asia.

Caribbean small-island 
developing states have for-
ever been helpless victims 
of hurricanes, storms and 
tropical storms, weath-
er-generated earthquakes 
and landslides, even vol-
cano eruptions (in Mont-
serrat and St. Vincent & 
The Grenadines), forced to 
restart and rebuild at great 
and unaffordable costs af-
ter annual hurricane devas-
tation of crops, homes and 
communities, forcing in-
creased development debt.

In this age of accelerat-
ed climate change, the Ca-
ribbean has had to upgrade 
its responses to current 
challenges, especially in 
the face of little or no help 
from those causing the cli-
mate damage universally, 
leaving the least contribu-
tors to continue being the 
worst victims.

Saint Lucia has Prime 
Ministerial responsibility 
for Climate Change and 
Environmental Matters in 
CARICOM and on Thurs-
day, Prime Minister Philip 
J. Pierre met with the Pres-
ident-designate of the 28th 
Session of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP28), Dr. 
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, 
and other  CARICOM 
Heads of Government, in 
Bridgetown, Barbados. 

The meeting allowed 
leaders the opportunity 
to advance the region’s 
preparations and fine-tune 
CARICOM’s agenda for 
the 2023 United Nations 

Climate Change Confer-
ence (CoP 28) in Dubai, 
UAE in November. 

Caribbean Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) 
are the lowest carbon emit-
ters in the world, but also 
the most vulnerable to the 
damaging effects of cli-
mate change. 

The world has less than 
seven years to meet its 
target of limiting carbon 
emissions to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius by 2030 and as 
Lead Head for Sustain-
able Development and 
Climate Change for the 
CARICOM, the Saint Lu-
cia leader continues to 
advocate for improved 
access to Loss and Damage 
compensation and support 
for climate adaptation ini-
tiatives for SIDS. 

Prime Minister Pierre’s 
working meetings with the 
President-designate took 
place on August 10 and it’s 
to be expected that the con-
cerns of CARICOM mem-
ber states will be tabled 
in Dubai -- just like how 
Guyana, Suriname and 
the other seven Amazon 
nations laid theirs on the 
table in Brazil on August 
8 and 9.

It’s hoped that fellow 
CARICOM leaders will 
pool and pull together -- 
in advance and in Dubai 
-- and that their messages 
to the hosts, in Barbados, 
will have made it clear 
the region has moved 
from expectations to ac-
tions in the continuing 
fight by The South to stay 
afloat in the turbulent 
waters stirred by The 
North. 

Amazon Protection and Climate Change Summits 
provide fresh possibilities for CARICOM
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THE Gas-to-Energy 
(GTE) project remains 
a significant flagship 
initiative for the gov-
ernment, with the ad-
ministration last week 
securing an additional 
GY$5 billion from the 
National Assembly for 
the project. 

But GTE itself is just 
one piece of building a 
more reliable, affordable 
and accessible electrical 
system in Guyana. Elec-
trical grids are generally 
divided into three parts: 
generation, transmission 
and distribution. Each 
plays a vital role in pro-
viding reliable power. 
Guyana Power and Light 
(GPL) currently oversees 
all three elements. 

Generation is the pro-
duction of the electricity 
itself, and GTE promis-
es to be a major change 
for Guyana’s power gen-
eration. The transition 
from an antiquated heavy 
fuel oil plant to a modern 
natural gas-fired plant 
promises to dramatically 
slash emissions, protect 
air quality and reduce 
wholesale power costs by 
as much as 50 percent. 

Transmission, mean-
while, is the process of 

moving that electricity at 
high voltages across long 
distances from generation 
to local communities. And 
finally, distribution is how 
electricity gets to houses 
and businesses. 

Both these elements 
are key for preventing 
blackouts and preserving 
reliability. Even a very re-
liable generation resource 
cannot compensate for 
a poor transmission and 
distribution system. Most 
everyday outages occur 
on this level, where severe 
weather, power theft, ac-
cidents and maintenance 
problems are all daily 
challenges. 

The World Bank’s 
Ease of Doing Business 
rankings have ranked 
Guyana’s electrical con-
ditions as some of the 
worst in the Western 
Hemisphere in terms of 
reliability, cost and acces-
sibility. 

But the country is 
making progress. Earli-
er this year, the House 
approved GY$43.3 bil-
lion for transmission and 
distribution work—and 
the latest $5 billion is 
expected to be marked for 
the same purpose. In July, 
the government award-

ed KPIL, a major Indian 
company, a large contract 
to develop transmission 
lines and substations by 
2024.

These kinds of in-
vestments are critical to 
achieving the dream of 
reliable, affordable and 
clean electricity for Guy-
ana. The grid is aging and 
needs significant upgrades 
to preserve reliability, es-
pecially in the face of 
climate change and rising 
sea levels. 

The gird is also a key 
element of Guyana’s sus-
tainable future. The gov-
ernment intends to use 
GTE as a springboard to 
integrating more renew-
able resources like hydro-
power, wind and solar, but 
integrating variable or “in-
termittent” resources like 
solar and wind on a large 
scale require a much more 
advanced grid than Guy-
ana currently possesses.

Renewable  power 
sources produce differ-
ent amounts of power 
depending on weather 
conditions, making them 
uniquely difficult to man-
age on a grid. Some re-
sources like rooftop solar 
also require bidirectional 
flows of energy—lines 

and equipment that can 
take power both to and 
from houses. These types 
of resources require both 
upgraded physical infra-
structure and advanced 
software control systems 
to ensure reliability. 

Natural gas plants are 
ideally suited to support-
ing renewable energy, 
since they can come on-
line and switch offline 
very rapidly to preserve 
a steady flow of electric-
ity during changing wind 
and sun conditions. But 
that capacity depends on 
having transmission and 
distribution systems in 
place to facilitate it. Im-

proving access to electric-
ity in the hinterlands and 
incorporating the Amaila 
Falls hydropower facility 
into the gird will also re-
quire major investments 
in long-distance transmis-
sion lines. 

Due to the growing 
influx of oil and gas reve-
nues, Guyana is finally in 
a position to make these 
kinds of investments for 
the future. More reliable 
and cheaper power could 
help a wide range of Guy-
anese industries be more 
competitive globally and 
reduce burdens on thou-
sands of households. 

While the GTE proj-

ect will undoubtably 
be transformative, it 
is important to set ex-
pectations. The project 
will help households and 
businesses enormous-
ly by cutting the high 
costs of electricity that 
have traditionally held 
Guyana back. But when 
it comes to preventing 
outages, a more reliable 
generation source is just 
the first piece of the puz-
zle. Continued invest-
ments in a modern and 
resilient transmission 
and distribution system 
like those the Govern-
ment is beginning to 
make are vital. 

Gas-to-Energy is just the first 
step to a better electricity grid
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SINCE the beginning 
of the year, the fu-
ture of Aubrey Nor-
ton as  the leader 
of the People’s Na-
tional Congress/Re-
form (PNC/R), and 
Chaiman of the A 
Partnership for Na-
tional Unity (APNU) 
is in shambles, with 
his having to quell 
many attempts by 
some of the Executive 
Members to either up-
stage him, or over-
throw him altogether. 

Norton has been 
hanging on, and has 
had cause to change 
several Party members 
and executives from 
his inner circle because 
of issues related to trust 
and loyalty. 

These days, he is 
taking the least number 
of chances and risks, 
as he seeks to navi-
gate the Party structure 
long enough until the 
next biennial congress, 
which he is hoping and 
praying will give him a 
chance to be re-elected 
as the leader and presi-
dential candidate of the 
PNC/R. 

But inside sourc-
es say that Norton is 
alone, and cornered by 

two major cliques of 
the Party, even though 
he is leader and, seem-
ingly, all-powerful. 
The cliques are for 
the politics of David 
Granger and the PNC/R 
middle-class politics, 
and the others are the 
supporters of the new 
PNC/R which embrac-
es the youths, modern 
thinkers, the underdogs, 
and changers of the 
direction the Party will 
ply. 

Norton is holding on 
to a few influential Par-
ty die-hard supporters, 
many of them racists 
and extreme personal-
ities, to stave off any 
challenge or political 
bullyism he may face, 
as was the case with the 
sour situation of the se-
lection of persons to be 
appointed Mayors and 
Deputy Mayors. 

Secondly, Norton 
is barely surviving in 
the National Assembly, 
and is behaving poorly 
as Coalition Leader and 
Leader of the Parlia-
mentary Opposition. 
He is being mocked 
constantly by the gov-
ernment side, with even 
the newcomers having 
a go at him with insults 

and questions.  
They would never 

admit it, but there is 
a rift among Norton, 
APNU MPs, the AFC 
and those other MPs 
taking up space in Par-
liament. These devel-
opments mean that the 
APNU+AFC is deeply 
divided in Parliament. 
And, it is anyone’s 
guess as to why. Norton 
is not playing the game 
by the rules of the PNC 
‘King Makers’. 

Also, he is not very 
keen on the change-
agents and progres-
sive PNC/R faction 
that wants the Party 
to embrace youth and 
modern strategies to 
unseat the PPP or the 
government, because 
that would mean the 
PNC/R without Norton 
at the helm. 

Whichever way the 
wind blows, it is abun-
dantly clear that Norton 
is not going to hold on 
much longer, as hope, 
which he promised in 
2020, has changed into 
almost certain hapless-
ness. And the Party’s 
finances are in danger 
of being wiped out, as 
Norton seems to be di-
rectly responsible for 

the alleged squander-
mania and corruption 
that this taking place 
with PNC/R funds. Af-
ter all, former Party 
Treasurer Faaiz Murs-
aline is on record as 
saying that he signed 
blank cheques, and 
suffered verbal abuse 
from Norton and oth-
ers whenever he spoke 
out against the lack of 
transparency.

In al l  areas,  the 
PNC/R, under the lead-
ership of Norton, has 
suffered a major set-
back, and is still lick-
ing the wounds of the 
defeat it suffered at the 
hands of the PPP/C in 
2020. Norton has not 
done anything major to 
help the Party rebound. 

The PNC/R is weak-
er now than it was in the 
early 2000s. Though he 

promised unity, togeth-
erness and political tol-
erance, Norton is yet to 
deliver the goods or the 
Party from the clutches 
of cliquism, warmon-
gering and pettiness. 

Also, the Party is 
suffering from brain 
drain, as members are 
leaving as soon as they 
get wind of the ‘Nor-
tonism’, which means 
the process of acting 
as if you are doing the 
people’s work and say-
ing you are doing it 
but sitting enjoying the 
perks and benefits of 
being at the helm of 
politics. 

This ‘Nortonism’ 
has led to Party super 
structure exposed to 
the political environ-
ment which is very un-
predictable and uncer-
tain. It has decimated 

the hope of attracting 
new political talent 
and expertise from all 
walks of life, because 
of a leader’s inability 
to recognise that his 
time in the political 
life of the PNC/R is 
coming to a close or 
an end. 

In the school of 
‘Nortonism’, a leader 
must be forced out, 
if they don’t want to 
accept defeat. The po-
litical pariahs in the 
PNC/R are taking 
note, and that is why 
they are calling for a 
General Council of 
the Party. They smell 
blood, and are hungry 
for it.

Norton’s fate is 
hanging in the bal-
ance, and he knows 
this. They know it as 
well. 

PNC/R without Norton is not so bad
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A STRATEGIC joint 
venture (JV) agreement 
was signed between 
West Coast Gas Gha-
na, a major player in 
monitoring and nom-
ination services in the 
oil and gas industry, 
and e-Magic Inc, a well-
known company for its 
advanced digital twins 
solutions. 

This collaboration, 
between a 100-per cent 
Ghanaian-owned inter-
national company and 
e-Magic, owned by Cana-
da-based Guyanese, Tony 
Harris, marks a signif-
icant milestone in the 
world of technology-driv-
en solutions for the oil 
and gas sector.

The agreement was 
signed at the Ghana-Guy-
ana Local Content and 
Capacity Building Con-
ference, organised by the 
Ghana Chamber of Com-
merce Guyana and held 
at the Marriott Hotel in 
Georgetown, Guyana. 

The JV is a realisa-
tion of the vision laid out 
in the strategic partner-
ship agreement signed 
by the two countries in 
December 2021 and it 
brings together the deep 
technical knowledge and 
international experience 
of both e-Magic Inc and 
West Coast Gas Ghana.

The  P res iden t  o f 
e-Magic, Linden-born 
Tony Harris, is a respect-
ed expert in the develop-
ment of software, who 
set up the company in 
Toronto in 1998 with Eu-
gene Woo.

The JV is a signifi-
cant boost for Guyana’s 
local content policy as 
it represents a competi-
tive, combined force of 

proven expertise with 
local participation for the 
delivery of a cutting-edge 
technological solution, 
which will allow the Gov-
ernment of Guyana to 
independently monitor 
the production of hydro-
carbons from its oil and 
gas fields.   

Their solution would 
enable the Government 
of Guyana (GoG) to have 
(i) direct and indepen-
dent oversight within the 
natural resources sectors; 
and (ii) real time data 
enabling GoG to build its 
own review capability. 
The Local Content Act 
of 2021 does not even 
include this service as one 
of the 40 captured under 
the law, making the JV 
unique.

The capital for the 
joint operations will be 
funded by West Coast 
Gas Ghana, and the Guy-
anese company will be 
responsible, among other 
things, for the recruitment 
of nearly all the staff. 
The JV will also see their 
combined technical and 
technological capabilities 
contributing to building 
a robust local content 
participation in the proj-
ect. At least 75 per cent 
of senior management 
of the JV company will 
be Guyanese and over 
90 per cent of the staff 
to be employed by the 
joint venture will also be 
Guyanese. 

The Private Sector 
Partners will also be re-
sponsible for providing 
technical and operational 
training to the Guyanese 
employees so they will 
be equipped with all the 
necessary knowledge and 
skills ready for when the 

project commences op-
eration. 

 The two Private Sec-
tor Partners have, through 
their respective areas of 
expertise and businesses, 
implemented large-scale 
projects for governments 
in Africa and other parts 
of the world across these 
segments, providing turn-
key designed solutions in 
the energy and technol-
ogy sectors with built-in 
finance keys to govern-
ments to ensure that states 
receive, in a transparent 
and accountable manner, 
their due benefits from 
natural resources as an-
ticipated by the laws and 
contracts governing the 
same.

“We are thrilled to em-
bark on this journey with 
e-Magic,” Mr. Emmanuel 
Johnson, CEO of West 
Coast Gas Ghana stated. 
“Our shared vision is to 
leverage our respective 
strengths to provide the 
Government of Guyana 
with visibility to real 
time oil production data. 
Together with e-Mag-
ic we will redefine how 
technology can enhance 
production processes, 
minimise risk, and drive 
sustainable growth.”

Tony Harris, the Presi-
dent and CEO of e-Magic 
said, “We are confident 
that by combining our 
TwinWorX digital twins 
platform and deep tech-
nical expertise, and West 
Coast Gas Ghana’s in-
depth industry knowl-
edge we will provide a 
comprehensive monitor-
ing capability that will 
revolutionise how Guy-
ana monitors its booming 
oil production. Our joint 
venture aims to set new 

standards for efficiency, 
transparency, and sus-
tainability in this vital 
sector.”

ABOUT WEST 
COAST GAS GHANA:

W C  i s  a  G h a n a -
ian-owned multinational 
company with footprints 
across sub-Saharan Afri-
ca. WC has expertise in 
creating and providing 
technological solutions 
and services in the oil and 
gas sector, in particular 
designing and operat-

ing systems that ensure 
accurate hydrocarbon 
accounting, oil and gas 
contract management and 

petroleum data manage-
ment.

ABOUT E-MAGIC 
INC:

e-Magic is a glob-
al technology compa-
ny which specialises in 
providing expertise and 
software for the design, 
development and inte-
gration of large-scale 
industrial internet of 
things (IoT) and Azure 

Digital Twins Solutions. 
e-Magic is incorporated 
in Guyana, with 100-per 
cent Guyanese owner-

ship. e-Magic Inc is a 
trailblazer in IT solu-
tions, recognised for its 
innovation, expertise, 
and commitment to ex-
cellence. With a global 
footprint and a portfolio 
of successful projects, 
e-Magic Inc empowers 
businesses to harness 
the full potential of tech-
nology for transforma-
tive outcomes.

(From left) President of e-Magic, Linden-born Tony Harris and Emmanuel 
Johnson, CEO of West Coast Gas Ghana 

Joint venture forges 
‘tech’ alliance for oil 
and gas monitoring

- West Coast Gas Ghana, e-Magic Inc to employ 90 percent Guyanese staff 
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Avocat Guyana Holdings 
Inc. (AGHI) and Guyana 
Logistics and Support Ser-
vices Inc. (GLASS), are 
seeking to construct a US$4 
million wharf at Land of 
Canaan, East Bank Demer-
ara to support offshore and 
onshore operations. 

The two firms which are 
currently seeking approv-
al from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), 
explained, in their project 
summary that the country’s 
growing oil and gas sector 
requires facilities to support 
the expansion of the sector. 

 “In response to this need 

Avocat Guyana Holdings 
Inc. (AGHI) proposes the 
development of a chemical 
storage facility and laydown 
yard at Lot “A” of Tract “Y”, 
Land of Canaan, East Bank 
Demerara,” the firm said. 

In November 2021 a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was es-
tablished between the two 
parties for the sole purpose 
of developing a mutually 
beneficial, cooperative and 
productive relationship. 

According to the agree-
ment, GLASS proposes to 
lease the facility and sub-let 
to prospective clients, prior 

to its construction, while 
operating a logistic base for 
the potential client.

The project will be di-
vided into four blocks, with 
room for expansion. Once all 
the blocks are in full opera-
tion, the project is expected 
to service Guyana’s offshore 
energy projects in excess of 
20 years or as long as con-
tracts are retained.

Once approval is given 
the companies will proceed 
with the construction on the 
first block at the site, which 
they estimate will be com-
pleted within two years. 

During the construction 

phase, the project is expected 
to provide employment for a 
minimum of 70 local workers 
who would preferably be tak-
en from communities within 
proximity to the project area. 
Once the operational phase 
commences, an estimated 
thirty to forty persons from 
Guyana are expected to be 
employed on a full-time ba-
sis.

The chemical warehouse 
facility and laydown yard 
will be constructed on 
9.825 acres (3.976 Hect-
ares) of land located at Lot 
“a” of Tract “Y”, Land of 
Canaan, a relatively flat 
terrain with a mild slope 
from the East Bank De-
merara Public Road to the 
Demerara River. 

The facility will be 
bounded on the north by 
a drainage canal, which 
separates it from the Baker 
Hughes Guyana Super-
center, on the east, by the 
East Bank Demerara Public 
Road, on the south by Trip-
ple D’s Inc. and the west by 

the Demerara River.
The project area sites 

ideally between two mega 
companies, including the 
Baker Hughes Supercenter 
to the north and Triple D’s 
Inc. to the south, both of 
which are positioned to 
provide oilfield services 
and equipment for Guy-
ana’s budding petroleum 
sector.

According to the com-
panies, the location site 

which is adjacent to the 
Demerara River, will fa-
cilitate river access that 
would allow the tran-
sition of products and 
supplies back and forth 
to the offshore operations, 
thus eliminating the need 
for road transportation 
and for a safer, cleaner 
and efficient operation 
since it will eliminate the 
risks associated with road 
transportation. 

Local firms looking to cash in on O&G 
sector with US$4M chemical storage facility

 The proposed location for the $US4 million 
chemical storage facility 
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Two-bedroom, single-flat, low-income houses 
at Hampshire/Williamsburg in Berbice
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By Rabindra Rooplall

THE first Guyanese fe-
male commercial heli-
copter pilot, Barbara 
Adams, stresses the im-
portance of boosting 
efforts to inspire women 
to join the aviation in-
dustry. 

Speaking on the Wom-
e n  E m P O W E R m e n t 
programme on 99.7FM 
(EdYOU FM) Tuesday 
evening, Adams suggest-
ed that aviation education 
should be introduced at 
an early stage in second-
ary schools so that more 
students can be aware that 
it is a career option.

Furthermore, she ex-
pressed her belief that the 
introduction of aviation 

education at a young age 
would expose more girls 
to the industry's possibil-
ities and inspire them to 
pursue careers as pilots or 
in related fields.

Breaking down gender 
barriers and stereotypes 
related to aviation is cru-
cial, according to Adams. 
She stressed that women 
have the same potential 
for success in this field 
and should be motivated 
to seek out opportunities.

She concurred with 
Martina Johnson, one of 
the programme’s hosts, 
that women who aspire to 
earn commercial helicop-
ter pilot licences should 
be given scholarships by 
the government.

By  offe r ing  such 
scholarships, Adams be-
lieves that financial barri-
ers can be reduced, mak-
ing it more accessible for 
aspiring female pilots to 
enter the profession.

 Notably, since Ad-
ams completed her com-
mercial helicopter pilot 
licence in 1977, no other 
Guyanese woman has 
achieved this milestone. 
Addressing this, she said, 
“I’m not very happy that 
no female has followed 
my path ... it is a gratify-
ing career.”

Adams appealed, “To 
the people listening, an 
H.M. (headmaster/head-
mistress), a dad, a mom, 
a family member, start 
talking to your daughters 
and tell them if I can do 
it, they can do it too.”

After obtaining her 
licence through a scholar-
ship in the UK at the age 
of 19, Adams discussed 
her personal journey into 
aviation and the obsta-
cles she encountered as a 
woman in a male-domi-
nated field. 

Dealing with gender 
biases and being young 
and inexperienced was 
a challenge, she said.  
At the Guyana Defence 
Force air corps unit, there 
were roughly 14 pilots, 
with six of them being 
captains. Regrettably, 

only four helicopters were 
available, and they were 
frequently out of com-
mission for extended pe-
riods due to maintenance 
issues. She acknowledged 
that she wasn't pleased 
with how she dealt with 
the challenges.  Looking 
back, she realised that she 
should have been more 
assertive, goal-oriented, 
and relentless in pursuit 
of her long-term success.

At the time when she 
entered the aviation sec-
tor in Guyana, the Guy-
ana Defence Force was 
her only option for em-
ployment in that field in 
the country.

Today, there are at 
least two other helicop-
ter companies operating 
commercially.

 Adams acknowledged 
that becoming a com-
mercial helicopter pilot 
requires determination, 
hard work, and perse-
verance. She hopes that 
her achievements will 
serve as an inspiration for 
other Guyanese women 
who may have aspirations 
in aviation but feel dis-

couraged due to societal 
norms or lack of repre-
sentation.

The interview with 
Adams sheds light on 
the underrepresentation 
of women in aviation 
and highlights the im-
portance of promoting 
gender equality within 
the industry. Encouraging 
girls from an early age to 
consider careers in avia-
tion can help bridge the 
gender gap and create a 
more diverse and inclu-
sive workforce.

The Women Em-
P O W E R m e n t  p ro -
gramme is aired every 
Tuesday from 18 hrs to 
20 hrs (6 pm to 8 pm) 
on EdYou 99.7 FM in 
Georgetown and An-
nai, 89.9 FM in Ituni, 
Moruca and Port Kai-
tuma, 98.9 FM in New 
Amsterdam, and 99.9 
FM everywhere else, 
including Kamarang, 
Kato and Kurukabaru. 
The programme also 
airs live on EdYou FM 
on Facebook and on 
https://edyou.fm/

Breaking barriers: Guyana’s first female 
helicopter pilot champions women in aviation

 Barbara Adams, Guyana’s first and only female 
commercial pilot for helicopters and gyroplanes

In the cockpit of this Enstrom F-28 A during a 
showcase at Battersea in the United Kingdom, is 
Barbara Adams, the first black woman to obtain 
a commercial pilot’s licence for helicopters and 

gyroplanes in that country

Barbara Adams was issued with this commercial pilots’ licence 
for helicopters and gyroplanes in May 1977. She remains the only 

Guyanese woman to achieve this and later fly in Guyana. She 
co-piloted flights transporting the then President Linden Forbes 

Sampson Burnham, and she also carried out medical evacuations 
across Guyana. (Photos courtesy Barbara Adams)
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WITH Guyana under-
going an unimaginable 
growth spurt, in both 
traditional and non-tra-
ditional sectors, it is es-
sential to have young 
people who will guide the 
nation and take it to new 
heights and Youth Par-
liament is a key element 
in this goal.

These were the re-
marks made by Minister 
within the Office of the 
Prime Minister, Kwame 
McCoy, on Saturday, 
during the launch of the 
8th Annual Youth Par-
liament, which will have 
approximately 84 partic-
ipants.

According to Minister 
McCoy: “Our country 
is in the midst of an un-
precedented, accelerated 
growth in both oil and 
non-oil sectors [and] I be-
lieve that we have young 
people in our midst that 
are bold, committed and 
ready to cease these avail-
able opportunities.”

He maintained that his 
government will continue 

making more “golden” 
opportunities, in order to 
help its young people stay 
on the path to success.

The minis ter  a lso 
reflected on the Local 
Content Act, which was 
passed in 2021, by the 
ruling People’s Progres-
sive Party Civic (PPP/C) 
government. He said that 
it ensures Guyanese are 
granted equal employment 
opportunities in the boom-
ing oil and gas sector.

Minister McCoy fur-
ther stated the programme 
is an opportunity for 
young people to display 
their competitive nature 
and debating skills.

He added, “It is re-
markable to see so many 
of our youths here today 
ready to participate in the 
eighth Youth Parliament 
and further strengthen 
our democratic resolve to 
include Guyanese youth 
in our national deci-
sion-making process.” 

He stated that this is 
an evident indicator that 
more young Guyanese 

are becoming involved in 
Guyana’s social, econom-
ic and political arena.

Fur thermore ,  Mc-
Coy noted that the forum 
shows Guyana’s unwav-
ering commitment to the 
United Nations Conven-
tion by allowing youths 
to express their views and 
opinions, especially on 
matters that affect them.

“Our youth parliament 
has always provided a fo-
rum for young Guyanese 
to develop and express 
their opinions on societal 
topics in a frank and pos-
itive environment where 
they are all embraced, 
mentored and provided 
a platform to debate and 
jointly brainstorm on the 
possible solutions to a 
wide range of current 
challenges,” he posited.

The minister main-
tained that the initiative 
transcends that of partisan 
interest and young parlia-
mentarians have put forth 
an inspiring example of 
leadership.

While noting that it 

introduces a platform for 
young people to build 
their confidence and learn 
to respect the opinions and 
views of others, McCoy 
contended: “To our young 
people, your participation 
in Youth Parliament holds 
tremendous benefits; you 
take so much more back 
with you, to your commu-
nities, homes, schools and 
other parts of your life…”

Meanwhile, Deputy 
British High Commis-

sioner to Guyana, Judy 
Kpogho, touched on the 
Parliament of the United 
Kingdom (UK) and how 
it upholds the rule of law.

She asserted that the 
UK’s Parliamentary arm 
ensures that government 
does not abuse its authori-
ty and the separate powers 
- executive, judiciary and 
legislative, remain inde-
pendent.

Moreover, Speaker of 
Guyana’s National As-

sembly, Manzoor Nadir, 
commended the youths for 
their participation.

“We have chosen to 
launch youth parliament 
for the past three years on 
August 12, International 
Youth Day and today is no 
exception,” Nadir posited.

The 8th Youth Par-
liament will run from 
August 12-18, in both 
virtual training sessions 
and physical sittings. 

8th annual Youth Parliament paving way for 
youth evolvement in oil and non-oil sectors
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AS the Ministry of 
Health’s Vector Con-
trol Services continues 
its efforts in the elim-
ination of arboviral 
diseases, staff are be-
ing trained on how to 
use the Geographical 
Information System 
(GIS) by a team from 
the Caribbean Public 
Health Agency (CAR-
PHA).

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Tashanna Bowman, 
Focal Point (ag) of the 
Aedes Borne Diseas-
es Programme, Vector 
Control Services is one 
of the new strategies 
being adopted by the 
ministry to aid in the 
elimination of mosqui-
to-borne among other 
viral diseases.

Bowman was  a t 
the time speaking as a 
guest of the ministry’s 

Facebook programme, 
‘Health Matters’, where 
she said that a CAR-
PHA team has been 
teaching local staff 
about the GIS.

“So, they are com-
ing, and we're going to 
go out in the field. What 
we do now at Control 
Services is we use pa-
per-based methods… 

We go out in the field, 
and we record our data 
on paper, but GIS now 
incorporates the use of 
gadgets,” she said.

Bowman explained 
that with the implemen-
tation of the GIS, pro-
cessing of data would 
be faster and more ac-
curate, since using pa-
per allows room for 
human error.

Aside from errors, 
they would also have 
to do mapping, among 
other activities, so they 
are grateful to CAR-
PHA, she said, for help-
ing Guyana to improve 
their system.

Rajesh Ragoo, Head 
of Vector Borne Diseas-
es (CARPHA), noted 
that the Vector Con-
trol Department has a 
wide mandate, in that 
it serves 26 Member 

States across a range 
of different activities 
related to vector borne 
diseases surveillance.

Concerning the GIS 
training, he explained 
that to date, they have 
done foundational work 
with the Vector Control 
Services here in Guy-
ana.

“We started with 
doing things like in-
tegrated training, and 
then integrating vector 
management, which 
forms the basis of the 
vector control oper-
ations,” Ragoo said, 
adding that this strate-
gy helped build a plat-
form, including ento-
mological surveillance, 
which they then further 
strengthened the sur-
veillance techniques 
used specifically for 
insecticide resistance 

testing. 
Given this founda-

tion, CARPHA went 
on to introduce GIS in a 
response to the moving 
away from the tradition-
al way of doing things, 
thereby increasing ef-
ficiency in the field, as 
well as increasing the 
vector control efforts 
against Arboviral Dis-
ease transmissions, or 
mosquito-borne disease 
transmissions.

He explained that 
with the traditional sys-
tem, this included in-
spectors going around 
to citizen’s properties, 
checking for mosquito 
breeding, and recording 
information on paper, 
which would then have 
to be processed, collec-
tively, to determine the 
risk of transmission in 
an area.

The GIS eliminates 

the ‘lag time’ for re-
sponse to information 
gathered in a particular 
area.

“What the GIS does 
is that it very quickly 
captures and calculates, 
giving us ‘info’ very 
quickly, where we are 
able to determine the 
risks of transmission 
in a particular area,” he 
said.

Ragoo noted that 
they are now able to 
map out areas where 
mosquitoes are breed-
ing, the types of con-
tainers they are found 
in, and infestation lev-
els for different com-
munities across a range 
of different vectors.

This allows the Vec-
tor Control team to 
do data-driven, evi-
dence-based, targeted 
vector control.

THE suspect in the murder of Eric Fraser, called '50 
Cent', a 42-year-old construction worker of Haslington, 
East Coast Demerara, turned himself in at the Brick-
dam Police Station on Saturday.

Police Headquarters identified the suspect as Terrence 
Sam, a 51-year-old security guard of Haslington. Sam was 
escorted to the Cove and John Police Station, where he 
underwent a video interview and admitted to the act under 
caution, the Police release noted.

The alleged murder occurred on Thursday last at 
around 19:35 hours at Haslington North.

It was reported that Fraser was at a barbershop in the 
area with his friends when he got into an argument with 
another man who Police said used an “unknown weapon” 
to stab him to his groin.

Fraser then ran about 200 feet and collapsed.
The Police release on Saturday noted that it was an 

old grievance that the men were arguing over which led 
to the suspect  stabbing Fraser. 

Health Ministry implementing GIS 
to enhance Vector Control Services

Rajesh Ragoo, 
Head of CARPHA Vector 

Borne Diseases Progamme

Suspect in custody for 
murder of Haslington man
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OWING to great weath-
er patterns and a stable 
industrial relations cli-
mate, the Guyana Sugar 
Corporation (GuySuCo) 
has surpassed its weekly 
production target for the 
second time, in the week 
ending August 11, since 
the commencement of 
the second crop of 2023, 
at the Albion/Port Mou-
rant Estate.

“The estate recorded 
increases in its ability to 
supply canes to the factory 
as a result of the 70 per 
cent turnout of harvesters 
this week vs. a second 
crop of 2023 turnout of 62 
per cent,” a press release 
read. 

It was also stated that 
the aforementioned fac-
tors aided the estate in 
achieving its target for the 
second time since grinding 
operations began. More 
so, the income of workers 
at the estate will be in-
creased. That is, for those 
who worked a minimum 
of 80 per cent of the days 
available, for the week the 
target was achieved.

“This will earn them an 
additional day's pay (tax 
free) through GuySuCo’s 
Weekly Production Incen-
tive (WPI) programme,” 
the release noted.

Moreover, Albion/Port 
Mourant Estate Manag-
er, Yudhisthira Mana, re-
marked: "Our success is 
attributed to our team's 
unwavering commitment 
and the implementation 
of advanced harvesting 
techniques. 

“Additionally, favour-
able weather conditions 
have played a pivotal role 
in our accomplishments. 
We are immensely proud 
of our achievements and 
look forward to continuing 
our pursuit of excellence 
to achieve this crop’s tar-
get.”

With the Albion/Port 
Mourant Estate slated 
to produce 47 per cent 
of the anticipated sug-
ar production in the 2nd 

crop of 2023, which is to 
meet the annual target of 
60,858 MT, and the Rose 
Hall Estate to commence 
grinding operations late 
September of this year, the 
historic sugar industry’s 
production capacity will 
be strengthened.

Furthermore, with the 
sugar industry continu-
ously hitting its targets and 
even going beyond, Guy-
SuCo’s Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO), Sasenarine 
Singh, has not only ap-
plauded the workers’ out-
standing efforts but also, 
the People’s Progressive 
Party (PPP) government 
for breathing life back 
into the sugar industry, 
that was once neglected 
because of subpar man-
agement.

Singh said, “The in-
vestment of over $17 
billion in the field and 
factory during the last 
three years funded by the 
Government of Guyana 
have started to show some 
of the expected results de-
spite the entire Project to 
rebuild the largest Estate at 
Albion was constrained by 
the great floods of 2021”.

The release asserted: 
“The CEO expresses his 
deep gratitude to the Gov-
ernment of Guyana led by 
His Excellency, President 
Dr. Irfaan Ali, the team at 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
led by the Hon. Minister 
of Agriculture, Zulfikar 
Mustapha and the entire 
Board of Directors led by 
Mr. Madanlall Ramraj for 
their unwavering support 
on this rebuilding project.”

Singh also extended 
gratitude to the workers 
and management on the 
Estate for what they have 
done to overcome the 
flood crisis of 2021 and 
their efforts to plant the 
canes in 2022. With that 
being said, all of these ac-
complishments have cul-
minated in opportunity 
to harvest better quality 
canes and produce more 
sugar, in 2023.

Albion surpasses 
production target 
for second time
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(BBC) - Bukayo Sa-
ka's superb first-half 
strike helped Arsenal 
begin their Premier 
League campaign 
with a 2-1 win over 
Nottingham Forest on 
the opening weekend.

The 21-year-old En-
gland forward added to 
Eddie Nketiah's 26th 
minute opener with a 
curling effort from out-
side the area that nes-
tled itself into the top 
left corner of the Forest 
net, well past the reach 
of former Gunners’ 
keeper Matt Turner.

But last season's 
Premier League run-
ners-up had to survive 
a late charge by Forest 
after substitute Taiwo 
Awoniyi clawed a goal 
back in the 83rd min-
ute.

The game had been 
delayed by 30 minutes 
because of an e-ticket-
ing system issue that 
meant the majority of 
fans were still outside 
Emirates Stadium at 
the scheduled kick-off 
time of 12:30 BST.

When play did even-
tually get underway, it 

was Nottingham Forest 
with the first clear-cut 
chance when Bren-
nan Johnson was put 
through on goal against 
Aaron Ramsdale, but 
the Wales forward loft-
ed his shot high and 
wide when the Arsenal 
goalkeeper rushed off 
his mark.

That was to be a rare 
attacking threat from 
the visitors as Arsenal 
created the majority of 
chances until Awoni-
yi helped the visitors 
roar to life and create a 
tense finish.

Arsenal off to per-
fect start

After a disappoint-
ing end to last season, 
Arsena l ' s  open ing 
weekend win helps 
them gather more mo-
mentum to add to their 
Community Shield win 
over Manchester City 
at Wembley last week-
end.

The Gunners led 
the Premier League 
for 248 days last sea-
son but their challenge 
fell apart in the closing 
stages as City overtook 
them to claim the ti-

tle as part of a Treble, 
along with the Cham-
pions League and FA 
Cup.

Arsenal's big sum-
mer signings Declan 
Rice, Kai Havertz and 
Jurrien Timber all start-
ed again for Mikel Ar-
teta, having made their 

competitive debuts in 
the Community Shield, 
but it was Gabriel Mar-
tinelli who looked the 
liveliest in the opening 
stages.

The Brazilian wing-
er darted in and out of 
the Forest defence to 
create the goalscoring 

opportunity for Nke-
tiah, who netted his 
first goal since January 
when his shot took the 
slightest of deflections 
off Joe Worrall to send 
Turner the wrong way.

Eight minutes later, 
Saka's quality shone 
through when he re-

ceived the ball on the 
edge of the penalty 
area, cut inside and 
fired home Arsenal's 
second.

However, Arsenal's 
afternoon was marred 
when Timber, signed 
from Ajax for £34m 
last month, limped 
off the pitch and was 
replaced by Takehiro 
Tomiyasu in the 50th 
minute with what ap-
peared to be a calf in-
jury.

Rice, a £100m sign-
ing from West Ham, 
was effective in the 
Arsenal midfield and 
came close on a couple 
of occasions to adding 
a third for the home 
side, but his best ef-
fort, a 20-yard strike, 
was pushed on to the 
post by Turner's fin-
gertip save.

Arsenal beat Nottingham Forest 2-1

Saka has been involved in 18 goals in 24 home appearances for 
Arsenal since the start of last season (11 goals, 7 assists)

CRICKET QUIZ CORNER 
(Sunday August 13, 2023)
CUMMINGS ELECTRICAL COMPANY 
LTD-83 Garnett Street, Georgetown (Tel: 
225-6158)
Answers to yesterday’s quiz:
(1) WI won by 2 wickets
(2) Nicholas Pooran (WI)
Today’s Quiz:
(1) What was the result of the third T20 
International fixture in the current WI/IND 
series?
(2) Who was voted Man of the Match?
Answers in yesterday’s issue
…………………………………………
…………………………………………
………
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The Guyana Amazon 
Warriors franchise is 
thrilled to announce that 
two exceptional young tal-
ents have secured schol-
arships to join the fran-
chise during their home 
leg of the 2023 Republic 
Bank Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL).

The two promising 
players, batting all-rounder 
Mavindra Dindyal and fast 
bowling sensation, Isaiah 
Thorne, have demonstrated 
outstanding skills, dedica-

tion and potential in their 
cricketing career. The selec-
tion process was rigorous 
with the franchise keen on 
aiding the development of 
young Guyanese players.

“We are delighted to 
welcome Mavindra and Isa-
iah to the Warriors family,” 
Chairman of the franchise, 
Dr. Bobby Ramroop said 
while continuing, “their 
exceptional talents and pas-
sion for the game has truly 
impressed us. We believe 
this exposure will contrib-

ute significantly to their 
development and their ad-
dition is a testament to our 
commitment in fostering 
young talents and provid-
ing a platform for them to 
shine.”

Bo th  D indya l  and 
Thorne have garnered at-
tention for their remark-
able performances at the 
grassroots level and junior 
regional levels, demon-
strating their prowess with 
bat and ball. Both players 
have featured in the recent-

ly concluded Cricket West 
Indies Under-19 regional 
tournament with Dindyal 
scoring over 300 runs with 
a best of 94 while Thorne, 
who has represented West 
Indies at the Youth World 
Cup, is widely regarded as 
one of the fastest bowlers 
in the region at the youth 
level.

“I am incredibly grate-
ful for this opportunity,” 
Dindyal related. He not-
ed, “Joining the Amazon 
Warriors has been a dream 

come true and I am excited 
to learn from some of the 
best players in the game.”

Thorne equally ex-
pressed his enthusiasm to 
be part of the set- up and 
highlighted, “being part of 
the Warriors is an honor. I 
look forward to giving my 
best and learning as much 
as possible.”

CPL bowls off on Au-
gust 16 but heads to Guy-
ana on September 12 with 
Warriors facing Jamaica 
Tallawahs (September 13), 

Saint Lucia Kings (Septem-
ber 14), Trinbago Knight 
Riders (September 16) and 
Barbados Royals (Septem-
ber 17).

The playoffs will begin 
with the first eliminator on 
September 19 followed by 
the Qualifier 1 on Septem-
ber 20 and Qualifier 2 on 
September 22. The final is 
set for September 24.

All matches in Guy-
ana will be played at the 
National Stadium, Prov-
idence.

(ESPNCRICINFO) - 
Shubman Gill has had a 
year to remember and is 
on the way to cement his 
spots across formats for 
India. Yashasvi Jaiswal 
is only taking his first 
steps in international 
cricket but is already 
making the right nois-
es. And together, they 
helped India do what 
no team managed to do 
in 15 previous T20Is at 
Lauderhill in Florida - 
successfully chase down 
a score greater than 95.

Gill and Jaiswal added 
165 for the opening wick-
et - the joint-highest for 
India in T20Is - to chase 
down 179 and draw level 
2-2 with West Indies with 
a game to go in the five-
match series. This was 
after Shimron Hetmyer's 
61 - his second successive 
fifty-plus score in T20Is 
in Florida - helped West 
Indies to 178.

Gill and Jaiswal, a 
glimpse of the future

If West Indies had a 
semblance of hope of seal-
ing the series with a game 
to spare, India's young 
guns had other ideas. 
Jaiswal bookended the 
opening over of the chase 

with fours, slashing the 
length ball from Obed Mc-
Coy through third before 
lofting one over mid-off. 
He then greeted Jason 
Holder with three fours 
before Gill brought his 
trademark short-arm jab to 

deposit McCoy over deep 
midwicket.

Jaiswal's back-to-back 
fours off Romario Shep-
herd following which Gill 
tore into Odean Smith in 
the last over of the pow-
erplay that went for 16. 
India rollicked to 66 for 0 
in the powerplay.

Gill and Jaiswal did 
not offer any respite to 
the West Indies bowlers 
even after the powerplay, 
playing out only two 
non-boundary overs in the 
phase till their stand was 
broken. Gill notched up 

his second fifty-plus score 
in T20Is before Jaiswal got 
to his maiden half-century 
in just his second match. It 
was utter domination from 
the pair that helped them 
equal Rohit Sharma and 
KL Rahul's record for the 
highest opening partner-
ship for India, before Gill 

picked out deep midwicket 
with his flick.

Jaiswal, in the com-
pany of Tilak Varma, en-
sured India suffered no 
more hiccups in keeping 
the series alive.

A familiar story till…

On a bright and hot 
morning, West Indies opt-
ed to bat first on a flat sur-
face in the first of back-to-
back T20Is in Florida but 
couldn't get the ideal start. 
Kyle Mayers started with 
a couple of fours off Axar 
Patel, who opened the 
bowling for India, before 

smacking a maximum off 
Arshdeep Singh over deep 
midwicket. But Arshdeep 
exacted revenge next ball 
bouncing Mayers out to 
get him caught behind.

Brandon King contin-
ued to bat positively to 
drive West Indies in the 
powerplay. He danced 
down the track to Yuz-
vendra Chahal's leg-spin 
to tonk him down the 
ground for a maximum 
before heaving a length 
ball from Arshdeep over 
deep midwicket. But once 
again Arshdeep struck af-
ter a boundary ball to have 
King caught at short third.

When Kuldeep Yadav 
picked up two wickets in 
his first over - including 
having Nicholas Pooran 
miscue one to long-on off 
his first ball of the match 
- it seemed West Indies 
would once again flatter to 
deceive after an attacking 
first six overs where they 
scored 55 for 2.

… Hope and Hetmyer 
propel West Indies

Shai Hope was brought 
in for his first T20I since 
March 2022 after Johnson 
Charles had returns of 3, 
2 and 12 in the first three 
matches. He used his feet 

to attack both Axar and 
Chahal. At the other end, 
though, West Indies lost 
three wickets for three 
runs to go from 54 for 1 
to 57 for 4 when Hetmyer 
joined Hope.

After a couple of quiet 
overs, Hope broke the 
shackles by hitting Cha-
hal for a four and six in 
the tenth over. Hetmyer 
then unleashed a flurry of 
boundaries - first flicking 
Kuldeep over midwicket 
before greeting Hardik 
Pandya into the attack 
with a six and a four. They 
added 49 off just 36 balls 
for the fifth wicket before 
Hope holed out to long-on.

H e t m y e r  t h e n 
changed gears to scoop 
Mukesh Kumar over 
short fine leg for a six 
before freeing his arms 
to send Kuldeep soar-
ing over extra cover. 
He walloped Arshdeep 
into the deep midwicket 
stands before becoming 
his third victim, thanks 
to an athletic effort 
from Tilak Varma, who 
charged in from long-
on and dove forward to 
pouch the catch.

Talented U19s awarded developmental 
scholarships from GAW franchise

Shimron Hetmyer steadied West Indies’ innings (Aug 12, 2023) AFP via 
Getty Images

India level series thanks to Gill
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By Sean Devers

In the recently concluded 
Regional U-19 tournament 
in St Vincent, Guyana’s 
much vaunted batting line-
up, which included Mavin-
dra Dindyal, Rampersaud 
Rampertab and Shamar 
Yearwood, struggled for 
consistency.

The Guyana team fin-
ished third in the three-day 
games and last in the 50-over 
format with Jamaica winning 
both.

H o w e v e r,  J o n a t h o n 
Rampersaud, who turns 20 
in November, was one of 
the few Guyanese who im-
pressed, finishing the One-
Day tournament with the 
most runs for Guyana (101 
with an average of 33.67 and 
a highest score of 58 not out 
while taking five wickets in 
the five games. 

In the three-day format, 
Rampersaud captured the 
most wickets for Guyana 
(20) and scored 97 runs off 
seven innings. This was the 
second time he was playing 
in St Vincent as last year’s 
tournament was also held 
there.

Rampersaud explained 
why he thought he bowled 
well there, “I think the wick-
ets there suited me; once you 
spin the ball you’re getting 
reward. I practised a lot on 
my bowling back at my club 
before the tournament and 
hence I am reaping success.

Last year, I didn’t have 
a great tournament with the 
bat. I think the reason is 
because I didn’t adapt to 
the conditions in St Vincent 
that well,” said Rampersaud 
who spends close to three 
hours every weekday prac-
tising at his club before doing 
strength work at home.

“After I failed with the 
bat last year, I came back 
to Guyana and worked very 
hard on my batting and fit-
ness, hence it reaped success 
with the work I have put in. 

The conditions in St Vin-
cent were very hot and humid 
and there was a bit of rain 
in between while most of 
the pitches were good for 
batting,” said Rampersaud 
who has played for Guyana’s 
U-15s, Guyana U-19s and 
Upper Corentyne Franchise, 
as well as for a West Indies 
U-15 team.

The Rose Hall Town 
Youth & Sports Club’s 
left-handed batter and crafty 
off-spinner was born at 
the Woodlands Hospital in 
Georgetown on November 6, 
2003 and is the only child of 
Charran and Rohanie Ramp-
ersaud.

“I grew up in Portuguese 
Quarter Port Mourant. As a 
youngster I love the game 
of cricket and would be en-
thusiastic for my father to 
take me whenever there are 
local matches playing around 
Berbice.

His mother never liked 

him playing cricket, she 
would be stressed that he was 
missing school to play crick-
et and advised him to focus 
on his academics. However, 
when he made the Guyana 
team, she saw the potential in 
him and supports his cricket 
career now.

“At a very young age 
my main goal was education 
and I attended the Anker-
ville Nursery School, Port 
Mourant Primary and JC 
Chandisingh Secondary,” 
said Rampersaud, who is 

currently a final year student 
of the University of Guyana 
Berbice Campus.

“Once completing my 
bachelor degree in Business 
Management, I would go 
on to complete my master 
degree,” said Rampersaud.

In 2020, J.C. Chandis-
ingh Secondary School Stu-
dent, Jonathan Rampersaud, 
wrote the Caribbean Sec-
ondary Education Certificate 
(CSEC) in the middle of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic and 
secured nine Grade Ones and 

two Grade Twos.
“We played inter second-

ary school cricket and was 
fortunate to captain JC Chan-
disingh Secondary to three 
consecutive county-wide 
titles.

My cousin used to take 
me to Port Mourant Centre 
when I was about 5 years of 
age and taught me the game. 
I joined RHTYSC from a 
very young age. I went to 
RHTYSC and watched the 
bigger guys practising. I fell 
in love with the practice and 
started going every afternoon 
to practice,” added Ramper-
saud.

“When I was small, I 
used to go with my cousin to 
Port Mourant Centre and he 
would get a tennis racket and 
hit a flannel ball high in the 
air and I would catch it. 

I started watching cricket 
on television at a small age 
and I would imagine that I 
was International off-spinner 
Sunil Narine bowling. I was 
then 12,” said Jonathon who 
grew up in a part of Guyana 
where the main sport is crick-
et and big crowds attend all 
levels of matches.

My first game I played 
was an under-17 match for 
Rose Hall Town Youth and 
Sports Club and got 3-17. I 
then moved on to a higher 
stage and played for the Rose 
Hall’s first division team 
at the age of 13,” disclosed 
Rampersaud.

Rampersaud’s biggest 

challenge came when he was 
representing Guyana in the 
2018 Regional U-15 tour-
nament in Jamaica and his 
father suffered a stroke.

“When I came home from 
the tour I was shocked to see 
my father had gotten a stroke. 
His left hand was paralyzed, 
leaving my mother as the 
sole breadwinner for the fam-
ily. She usually vends in front 
of the Port Mourant Primary 
School,” Jonathon informed 
that his father is recovering 
and can do more things for 
himself now.”

“It suits my type of style 
and if the opportunity pres-
ents itself, I would be much 
grateful to expand my knowl-
edge about the game by go-
ing to play overseas,” stated 
Rampersaud.

I enjoy both batting and 
bowling and played the first 
three-day Guyana Harpy 
Eagles 2022 practice match 
which helped to prepare me 
for the three-day format.

“My hobbies are play-
ing cricket, reading books 
and watching documen-
taries.  Having a sound 
education is very important 
to me because growing up 
in an average family, edu-
cation would have always 
been my ultimate goal and 
doing well in academics 
can help you a lot to under-
stand the fundamentals in 
cricket,” informed Ramp-
ersaud.

The stage is set for the fifth 
running of the historic 
Guyana Cup Horse race 
meet set for the Rising Sun 
Turf club from 11:00hrs 
today.

Confirmation from the 
Jumbo Jet Thoroughbred 
Racing committee on Satur-
day indicated that the venue 
is set and ready to host what 
is expected to be one of the 
largest horse-racing events 
locally.

Meanwhile, last Sun-
day, the posts for the feature 

Guyana Cup race, along with 
the co-feature events were 
drawn.

For the Associated Con-
struction Derby Stakes, a 
1600M (6 Furlong) event 
with a purse of 5.8 million 
dollars. Haley, owned and 
trained by Stuart Gonsalves 
will start in post one with 
Renaissance Man and Red 
Ruby, both of the Jagdeo 
Racing Stable in posts two 
and three respectively.

El Dorado Queen (Col-
wyn Adams) drew post 

four with Rachel (Bron-
son Cheefoon) in post five; 
Firecracker (J Narace and 
Jumbo Jet Racing Stable) in 
post six, alongside Scandal 
(Jumbo Jet Racing Stable) in 
post seven.

For the Junior Sammy 
Sprint Classic, a 1,100m 
(5 ½ Furlongs) for a purse 
of 2.9 million dollars. You 
Can’t Handle This (Ryan 
Pereira) drew post one 
alongside Hecho Con Amor 
(Slingerz Racing Stable) in 
post two; Glories Business 

(Big G) in post three and 
Converter (Slingerz Racing 
Stable) in post four.

Post five has Early Bird 
(Jumbo Jet Racing Stable) 
with Nice Company (Maha-
icony Racing Stable); Cree-
more (Simply Royal Racing 
Stable) and Spankhurst (R 
Persaud and Jumbo Jet Rac-
ing Stable).

The Banks DIH Guy-
ana Cup, over 1600m (6 
Furlongs) for a purse of 9.6 
million dollars will see El 
Tarzan (Slingers Racing Sta-

ble) starting in post one with 
Jessica’s Pride (Night Eyes 
Racing Stable) alongside in 
post two.

Post three will have de-
fending Guyana Cup Cham-
pion, Alado (Master Z racing 
Stable) alongside post four’s 
Our Stuie (Jagdeo Racing 
Stable) with Queen Domina 
(Slingerz Racing Stable) in 
post five.

The sixth post will be 
occupied by Wild Texas 
Tom (Jagdeo Racing Stable) 
with John Bull (Slingerz 

Racing Stable) in post seven, 
Easy Time (Master Z Racing 
Stable) in post 8, Bossalina 
(Deleep Esreepersaud) in 
post nine and Everesting 
(Master Z Racing Stable) in 
post 10.

The 10-card race is ex-
pected to begin at 11:30 hrs 
at the Rising Sun Turf Club 
on August 13, 2023.

Stage set for 15th Guyana Cup running 
millions at stake, mega concert to follow

Jonathon Rampersaud turns 20 in November

Rampersaud lone bright spark in Guyana’s 
dismal U-19 tourney - Goal to play Test cricket for West Indies
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Big-hitting Guyanese bat-
ter Sherfane Rutherford 
has signed with the E4 
brand out of Cricket Zone 
USA ahead of the Republic 
Bank Caribbean Premier 
League 2023.

The destructive left-
hander, who will turn out for 
St. Kitts and Nevis Patriots, 
confirmed the partnership on 
Friday evening when he met 
with proprietor of Cricket 
Zone USA, Ravi Etwaroo, 
at the store in Castle Hill 
Avenue, New York.

Rutherford vowed to 
represent the brand with 
excellence, while urging his 
fellow cricketers to try E4.

“For CPL 2023, I will 
be using the new big brand 
that’s going to take over 
world cricket- the E4. I urge 

you guys to try it out, and to 
support the brand,” Ruther-
ford said.

“Looking forward to 
CPL and I just can’t wait to 
use the E4. It’s customised 
for me and it can be done for 
you too.”

The back of the E4 bat 
has been customised for 
Rutherford, with an emblem 
of praying hands and a rosa-
ry carrying the name ‘Orin’ 
as a tribute to his late father, 
who passed away in Septem-
ber 2021. 

Etwaroo, a cricket fanatic 
and successful Guyanese 
businessman, welcomed the 
all-rounder as an official am-
bassador of E4 and wished 
him well in CPL 2023, which 
bowls off on August 16 in 
St. Lucia.

Etwaroo said Cricket 
Zone USA and E4 are always 
seeking avenues to support 
the growth and development 
of cricketers, and this latest 
collaboration is indicative of 
that mission.

“On behalf of the entire 
team at Cricket Zone USA 
and the E4 brand, I would 
like to wish Sherfane the 
very best in CPL 2023 and 
thank him for agreeing to 
align himself with the brand. 
We expect great things from 
him going forward,” Etwa-
roo said.

Rutherford is a hard-hit-
ting 24-year-old left-hander, 
who has also represented the 
Guyana Amazon Warriors in 
CPL, and had IPL stints with 
Mumbai Indians, Sunrisers 
Hyderabad, Royal Chal-

lengers Bangalore and Delhi 
Capitals.

He heads into CPL 2023 
on the back of some destruc-
tive innings in the inaugu-
ral Major League Cricket 
tournament in the USA, his 
MVP performances firing 
Montreal Tigers to the title.

The Guyanese batsman 
copped the Dean Jones Man-
of-the-Series prize of a half-
acre plot of land in the USA 

after finishing with 220 runs 
from eight innings, the sec-
ond most behind skipper 
Chris Lynn, who made 234.

Rutherford averaged 44 
and had a strike rate of 130, 
hitting 12 sixes and 16 fours. 
Apart from his 38* off 29 
in the final, he also cracked 
an unbeaten 48 from 34 in 
Qualifier Two and 84* off 
53 in a league game against 
Vancouver Knights.

Rutherford joins a list 
of players who have en-
dorsed Cricket Zone USA 
and E4, including Chan-
drapaul Hemraj, Gajanand 
Singh, Kennar Lewis, Mat-
thew Nandu, Kimani Me-
lius, Navin Stewart, Oraine 
Williams, Tevin Imlach, 
Akshaya Persaud and West 
Indies female cricketers, 
Rashada Williams and Na-
tasha McLean.

 Sherfane Rutherford 
and proprietor of Cricket 
Zone USA, Ravi Etwaroo

Sherfane Rutherford 
brandishing Cricket Zone 

USA’s E4 at CPL 2023

THE seventh edition of 
the Pime Minister’s T20 
softball tournament, set 
to bowl off on September 
29, will be launched to-
day at the Muslim Youth 
Organisation (MYO), 
starting at 11.00 am with 
Prime Minister Mark 
Phillips slated to be in 
attendance.

The tournament, which 
is normally held in Oc-
tober/November since its 
inception has been brought 
forward this year for those 
who are desirous of at-
tending the final leg of the 
Caribbean Premier League 
(CPL) and participate in 
the competition, organised 
by the Georgetown Softball 
Cricket League (GSCL) 
Inc. The final leg of the 
CPL is set to take place 
during the latter half of 
September. 

At last year’s launching 
of the tournament, Prime 
Minister Mark Phillips 
praised the strides made 

by the GSCL ahead of 
the sixth edition, citing 
the competition as one he 
hopes will continue to grow 
from strength to strength 
with every coming year.

According to a release 
from the GSCL, 23 teams, 
including four women’s 
teams are down to battle for 
prize money totalling over 
two million dollars while 
there will be several incen-
tive prizes up for grabs. 

The Open All Stars 
comprise Regal All Stars, 
Speedboat All Stars, Name 
Brand All Stars, Blue Steel 
(President’s Guard) and 
Premier Insurance (Guy-
ana) All Stars; Masters 
Over-40 – Hawaiian Sensa-
tion (Canada), Regal Mas-
ters, Fisherman Masters, 
Success Masters, NYSCL 
Masters (New York) and 
Ariel Masters; Over-50 
Legends – Regal Legends, 
Toronto Blizzards (Cana-
da), Pegasus Storm (Cana-
da), NYSCL Legends, Pari-

ka Defenders, Trophy Stall 
Legends, Vapes Guyana 
and Rockaway Legends 
(New York). The women’s 
teams vying for contention 
are 4 R Lioness, Trophy 
Stall Angels, Arrowhead 
Strikers – Parika and Ris-
ing Stars – Linden.

The winners in the 
Open All Stars, Masters 
Over-40 and Over-50 
Legends will cart off a 
hefty prize of $600,000 
each while the runners-up 
will receive $50,000.  The 
women’s category will see 
the winners taking home 
$50,000 and the runners-up 
$25,000.  Players of the 
final in all four categories 
will be recipient of trophies 
while the player of the se-
ries in the Open category 
will collect a three-piece 
suite and the Masters and 
Legends categories – one 
flat screen television. The 
player of the series in the 
women’s division will get 
a blender.

The tournament spon-
sors include Office of the 
Prime Minister, Ministry of 
Culture, Youth and Sport, 
Danny Persaud (YouTuber), 
Regal Stationery and Com-
puter Centre, Trophy Stall, 
Pro Signs, I&S Trading, 
Tourism Guyana, Reliance 
Services, Parsram Discount 
Store, Andy & Amrit Furni-
ture Store, P & P Insurance, 
Premier Insurance Guy-

ana, Mohamed’s Enterprise, 
Chung’s Global Enterprise, 
Crown Mining Enterprise, 
Freelancer Advertising 
Agency, Krsna & Balram 
Printery, Sunshine Snacks, 
ANSA McAl Trading and 
Beverage Country Guyana. 

Unlike the last two 
years when all the finals 
were played at the Guy-
ana National Stadium, 
this year’s final will be 

contested at the Demer-
ara Cricket Club (DCC) 
ground, Queenstown, cul-
minating under lights. 
Other venues slated to 
be used include MYO, 
Gandhi Youth Organisa-
tion (GYO), Police Sports 
Club, Queen’s College, 
Lusignan Sports Club and 
the Guyana Defence Force 
(GDF). (Frederick Halley)

Digicel Schools Football final 2023 …

All roads lead to Ministry of Education ground 
Schools football will cli-
max today when the final 
of the 2023 Digicel Schools 
Football tournament takes 
place at the Ministry of 
Education ground.

The two best schools 
will line up from 19:00hrs to 
leave it all on the field and 
lift that much sought-after 
Digicel Trophy.

And organisers, the Pe-
tra Organisation have spared 
little in ensuring that the 
venue for today’s clash is in 
tip top shape.

Co-Director Troy Men-

donca, in an invited com-
ment, said, “We’ve been 
having really good weather 
over the last few days so the 
ground is in good shape. We 
made sure we drew back all 
the lines and got everything 
set for today.”

“As it relates to the ven-
ue, we expect a lot of per-
sons out here for this tour-
nament; it’s been absent for 
a while and a lot of people 
just generally gravitate to 
schools football.” 

Security and parking 
wise, we have engaged the 

services of the Guyana Po-
lice Force to assist with the 
traffic management and also 
keep the event safe.” 

Today’s final between 
St Ignatius and Carmel is 
expected to be one of the 
hottest tickets on the market 
when the whistle sounds at 
19:00hrs.

That game will be pre-
ceeded by the third place 
playoff between D.C. Fox 
Secondary and Waramau-
ri Top at 17:00hrs.

Prime Minister’s T20 softball tournament to be launched today
…23 teams set to participate in seventh edition 
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By Sean Devers 

In steaming heat yester-
day at the DCC ground, 
Everest, led by an out-
standing all-round per-
formance for National 
left-hander, Akshaya 
Persaud, beat the hosts 
by five runs in the open-
ing round of the George-
town Cricket Association 
(GCA) T20 Cup first 
division tournament.

Everest batted first 
on the small ground and 
fast outfield and reached 
150-4 in their allotted 20 
overs.

Test batters, Tage-
narine Chanderpaul and 
Rajendra Chandrika, put 
together 71 in 9.3 overs 
before pacer Carlton 
Jacques removed them 
both in the space of one 
run.

Chanderpaul, the son 
of former West Indies 
batter, Shivnarine Chan-
derpaul, fell for 35 from 

30 balls with five fours 
and a six while Chandrika 
scored 28 with four fours 
and a six.

Ushardeva Balgobin 
top-scored with 39 from 
21 balls with four fours 
and two sixes while Per-
saud contributed an ele-
gant unbeaten 31 from 32 
balls with two fours and 
a six.

Jacques picked up 2-23 
for DCC who reached 
145-9 when their 20 overs 
expired to the disappoint-
ment of a fair-sized DCC 
support group.

The left-handed Sachin 
Singh, who hit a six and 
a four in his 12 was first 
to go when his stumps 
were scattered by national 
speedster, Clinton Pesta-
no, at 16-1 in 1.5 overs. 

Raymond Perez, who 
clobbered two fours and a 
couple of sixes departed at 
52-2 before Jamal Hinck-
son was run out for a duck 
a run later. 

Opener Tevin Imlach 
and Christopher Barnwell 
shared in a 50-run part-
nership before left-arm 
spinner Persaud removed 
Imlach for 45 from 36 

balls with three fours and 
a six at 108-5 

Persaud proceeded 
to wreck the middle and 
lower order to finish with 
5-27; the first five-wicket 

haul in the tournament. 
Despite Barnwell’s 

rear-guard unbeaten 38 
from 42 balls with three 
fours and a six, DCC lost 
their last four wickets for 
17 runs to be restricted to 
five runs short when the 
overs ran out with one 
wicket standing,

At DCC in the after-
noon game, GCC beat 
Transport Sports Club 
(TSC) by seven wickets.

TSC were restricted 
to 130-7 in their 20 overs 
with national youth cap-
tain, Alvin Mohabir, mak-
ing 34 with four fours and 
six but only Adrian Hinds 
and Riyad Latif with 22 
each reached 20 while 
Stephon Sankar was un-
beaten on 16.

Renaldo Ali-Moham-
med had 2-10 and Thad-
deus Lovell took 2-29 for 
GCC who reached 132-3 
with 8.5 overs to spare.

Joshua  Wade  was 
asked to open the batting 

and was in a no-nonsense 
mood; blasting four fours 
and eight sixes in a pugna-
cious 73 from just 30 balls 
as he set DCC on fire.

West Indies youth bat-
ter Mavendra Dindyal, 
who struggled for con-
sistency in the Regional 
U-19 tournament in St 
Vincent, returned to some 
form with an attractive 43 
from 24 balls with nine 
boundaries to lead the 
‘Bourda Boys’ to victory.   

At Malteenoes, Bel Air 
Rubis beat the home team 
by five wickets after rac-
ing to 117-5 in 16 overs in 
reply to Malteenoes’ 116 
all out as Mahendra Jee-
narine had 3-8 and Travis 
Persaud 3-15.

Persaud returned 
with the bat to hit an 
undefeated 30 while 
left-arm spinner Trevon 
France took 2-28 for 
Malteenoes.

The Berbice Cricket 
Board (BCB) contin-
ues to seek ways to lift 
the standard of cricket 
in the Ancient County. 

The BCB, under the 
presidency of Hilbert 
Foster, has, over the 
last six years, invested 
heavily in youth devel-
opment and recently do-
nated cricket equipment 
and other much-needed 
items to clubs across 
the county which have 
youths in their mem-
bership.

The latest club to 
benefit was the Mt Si-
nai CC which received 
a set of junior cricket 
gear requested earlier 
in the year while the 
Whim Cricket Club also 
benefitted from a dona-
tion of items towards an 

upcoming fund-raising 
event. 

Cricket coach Joel 
Amsterdam had sought 
the assistance of Foster 
for some junior gear for 
the New Amsterdam 
club and the BCB pres-
ident positively replied. 

A m s t e r d a m  e x -
plained that the items 
were needed to allow 
the club to play in the 
upcoming BCB under 
13 tournament which is 
sponsored by West In-
dies white ball allround-
er, Romario Shepherd. 

The BCB president 
handed over batting 
gloves, batting pads, 
wicket-keeping pads 
and gloves, along with 
several school bags. 

He wished the club 
all the best in the future 

and reassured Amster-
dam that the BCB under 
his leadership would 
continue to be there to 
assist as much as pos-
sible. 

The Mt Sinai club 
also benefits from the 
services of a cricket 
coach on a daily basis 
under the BCB Coach-
ing programme. 

Foster congratulat-
ed Amsterdam for his 
hard work at the club 
and urged him to up-
hold his high standards. 
Amsterdam, in brief 
response, expressed 
thanks to the BCB for 
the timely response and 
stated that his club is 
one of the few that plays 
in all BCB junior tour-
naments at the under 
11, 13, 15, 17 and 19 

levels. Foster pledged 
his continued support in 
the future, noting that he 
was fully committed to 
the development of all 
cricketing talents in the 
county.

Meanwhile, crick-
et administrator Kar-

ran Ramsammy was 
elected President of the 
Whim Cricket Club. 
Ramsammy, a Univer-
sity of Guyana gradu-
ate, was elected in the 
presence of Foster and 
the Chairman of the 
Whim NDC Omeshar 

Srikishun. His deputy 
is Vicky Samaroo and 
Tameshwar Harinarine 
while T Sookraj is the 
Secretary. 

Foster handed over 
a collection of school 
bags and also a designer 
watch and hampers for a 
fund-raising match.

Foster urged the 
executives of the club 
to always place the in-
terest of the game and 
youths above selfish 
motives. He reassured 
the executives of his 
continued support and 
expressed confidence 
in the leadership of 
Ramsammy. The new 
president hailed the 
positive movement of 
Berbice cricket under 
Foster’s leadership 
and stated that Whim 
was happy to play its 
part.

Akshaya Persaud square drives during his 
unbeaten 31 before taking 5-27 with his left-arm 

(Sean Devers photo)

GCA T20 Cup 1st Division Cricket… 

Akshaya Persaud spurs Everest to 5-Wkt win over DCC 

 BCB president Hilbert Foster hands over 
donation to Joel Amsterdam of Mt Sinai CC

Mt Sinai and Whim CC benefits from BCB Outreach programme 
- Karran Ramsammy elected President of Whim CC
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The Guyana Cup 2023 is on Today! 
(hotspotgy.com photo)

Stage set for 15th Guyana Cup running Stage set for 15th Guyana Cup running 
millions at stake, mega concert to followmillions at stake, mega concert to follow
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